
On September 22, 2006, representatives of APALA/NJ met with U.S. Senator Menendez to discuss the judicial appointments process.  The following is a report of that meeting from Michael Angulo, Chair of APALA/NJ's Political and Judicial Appointments Committee ("PJAC"). 

 

*******************************************
 

Sept. 22, 2006 meeting summary between APALA/NJ and U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez:
 

Location:  Kirkpatrick & Lockhart Nicholson Graham LLP, Newark, NJ

 

Present:  APALA/NJ - Dave Kwon, Eugene Huang, Ed Kiel, Peter Tu, Lora Fong, Sudha Kantor, David Bauman, Will Shi, Michael Angulo, Moly Hung, Sunil Garg.  Senator Menendez, Ray Alcantara (campaign staffer)

 

Senator Menendez was pleased to meet with APALA/NJ, and offered to work closely with APALA/NJ towards identifying and advancing qualified AA attorneys for the federal bench.

 

Senator Menendez reflected on the similarities between the AA and Hispanic communities in their efforts to increase representation in the public sector and judiciary (State and federal).  He also noted that the same "excuses" his community faced are those that the AA community currently faces.   Those "excuses" are neither appropriate nor factual. 

 

Senator Menendez noted the shared experiences of AA and Hispanic immigrants in the U.S. 

 

Those present directed comments to the Senator, noting personal experiences and observations about challenges facing AAs in the legal profession, as well as the AA community in general.

 

Senator Menendez suggested that integration in the political process is accomplished through grass roots efforts.

 

Senator Menendez recommended that APALA/NJ follow up with Chris Schlosser in his Washington DC Senate office, to discuss federal judicial candidates and opportunities, and offered APALA/NJ a seat on his Senatorial Judicial Screening Committee.  He also mentioned a number of other Senate Office committees/boards that are lacking AA representation, and asked APALA/NJ to recommend names. 

 

As for State related issues, including State judicial opportunities, Senator Menendez recommended that APALA/NJ meet with "Nicholas C", his State Director.

 

APALA/NJ's PJAC will follow up with both Chris Schlosser and "Nicholas C".

 

Senator Menendez outlined his campaign platform, and spoke of the need for the AA community to become active in politics and vote.

 

The meeting concluded after 1 hour.  

 

-Michael
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